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Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Governor, State of Kansas
State Capitol, Suite 212S
Topeka, KS 66612
Governor Sebelius:
The Big Tent Coalition would like to thank you for the opportunity to discuss priority items for Kansans with disabilities with your staff on November 30th.  

The issues of the Big Tent Coalition are issues that face every Kansan in some aspect of their life.  We all have someone in our lives who is touched by these vital community services.  We urge that you take action to ensure that those in our lives who need help are able to receive it.  

As we shared with Kate Wolff and John Polzar, the Big Tent’s members feel strongly that your budget recommendations for FY 2009 should contain adequate resources to ensure:
· Elimination of all HCBS waiting lists and expansion of community capacity
· Establishment of rate parity for personal attendant services across all HCBS waivers.
· Funding that will fulfill recommendations made in 2006 by the Legislative Budget Committee to 


expand community service capacity for persons with developmental disabilities 


over a three-year period.

Additionally, we urge that you include funding to fulfill enhancement budget requests for fiscal year 2009 made to you by SRS, KDHE and the Department on Aging. 
Thank you for the leadership you have provided as Governor on these vital issues.  Your continued leadership is critical to the success of programs and services for Kansans with disabilities.  
Thank you,

